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SUBJECT: SEPT. 29 PRESS BRIEFING ON RHODESIA 

1. DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN FRED BROWN, AT SEPT. 29 PRESS 
BRIEFING, WAS ASKED TO COMMENT ON WHETHER MESSAGE HAD BEEN 
SENT TO IAN SMITH ON SEPT. 22 CONTAINING ASSURANCES. 

2. FOLLOWING IS TRANSCRIPT OF BRIEFING (BEGIN TEXT): 

Q: FRED, THERE STILL SEEMS TO BE SOME DIFFERENCE OF OPINION 
ABOUT EXACTLY WHAT IS GOING ON CONCERNING THE FIVE POINTS 
PLUS ONE. 
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SMITH IS QUOTED TODAY AS SAYING THAT HE WAS TOLD THAT 
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THE POSITIONS WERE SET AND THAT THEY WERE NOT NEGOTIABLE. 
THIS IS WHAT YOU WERE TALKING ABOUT-POINT 3. IS SMITH 
LYING? 

A: I AM AWARE OF THE REPORTS ON THIS, KEN. 

I AM NOT GOING TO BE ABLE TO ADD TO YOUR FUND OF KNOW- 
LEDGE REGARDING THE RHODESIA NEGOTIATIONS. I MUST REEER 
YOU TO WHAT THE SECRETARY SAID YESTERDAY - NOT ONLY ON 
THE TODAY SHOW INTERVIEW, WHICH HAS A GOOD BIT ON PRECISELY 

THAT SUBJECT, THE POSITION OF THE VARIOUS PARTIES - BUT 
ALSO HIS STATEMENT AFTER TESTIFYING ON THE HILL YESTERDAY 
MORNING. 

I AM NOT GOING TO BE ABLE TO ADD ANYTHING TO THAT, 

TODAY. 

Q: WELL SPECIEICALLY, SMITH SAID THAT HE HAD BEEN ASSURED 
IN A MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY, ON THE 22ND OF SEPTEMBER, 
THAT THERE WOULD BE NO FURTHER DEMANDS FROM THE AFRICAN 
PRESIDENTS. 

THAT QUESTION WAS NOT REACHED, IN ANY WAY, BY THE PUB- 
LIC STATEMENTS YESTERDAY, OR PREVIOUSLY. COULD THAT 
QUESTION BE TAKEN? 

A: I CAN CERTAINLY TAKE THE QUESTION. BUT I WOULD REEER 
YOU TO THE SECRETARY'S COMMENT YESTERDAY, NAMELY TO THE 
EFFECT THAT THERE WERE NO - 

Q: THAT IS NOT IN THE LEAST RESPONSIVE. 

THE QUESTION ASKED AT YESTERDAY'S BRIEFING WAS ASKED 
BY BERNIE GWERTZMAN, WHO WAS FULLY AWARE OF WHAT THE 
SECRETARY HAD SAID IN PUBLIC; AND HE WOULD NOT HAVE ASKED 
THE QUESTION IF HE HAD THOUGHT THAT THE PUBLIC STATEMENTS 
ANSWERED IT. 

A: NO. I AM REFERRING TO WHAT THE SECRETARY SAID ON THE 
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TODAY SHOW IN THE INTERVIEW. HAVE YOU SEEN COPIES OF 
THAT? 

Q: YES. 

A: O.K. 

Q: HE DOESN'T SAY - 
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Q: BUT WOULD YOU FIND, OUT, THOUGH - 

Q: AND I AM ASKING THAT IN FULL KNOWLEDGE OF WHAT THEY 
SAID ON THE TODAY SHOW - AND I AM ASKING THE QUESTION. 

A: I CAN TAKE THE QUESTION, BUT I AM NOT GOING TO BE ABLE, 

HERE, TO GO BEYOND WHAT THE SECRETARY SAID YESTERDAY. 

Q: YOU WILL FIND OUT WHETHER THE MESSAGE WAS SENT ON THE 
22ND? AND WHETHER IT DID ASSURE SMITH THAT THERE WOULD BE 
NO FURTHER DEMANDS? 

A: THE SECRETARY SAID YESTERDAY THERE WERE NO COMMITMENTS, 
IN ANSWER TO A QUESTION ON THAT. 

Q: WILL YOU FIND OUT ABOUT THE MESSAGE, AND WHAT IT SAID? 
THEN WE WILL BE ASSURED. 

I MEAN, SMITH SEEMS TO BE CHALLENGING WHAT KISSINGER 
HAS BEEN SAYING. 

A: LOOK, THE SECRETARY SAID YESTERDAY, THAT IN THIS 
PERIOD OF SETTING UP THE ACTUAL NEGOTIATIONS PEOPLE ARE 
GOING TO STAKE OUT POSITIONS IN VARIOUS AREAS, AND THAT 
WE ARE NOT GOING TO BE REPLYING OR COMMENTING ON EVERY- 
THING THAT IS SAID IN THIS PRELIMINARY PERIOD. 

Q: SO THAT IT WOULD BE FAIR FOR US TO WRITE THAT THE STATE 
DEPARTMENT EEELS THAT SMITH IS ENGAGING IN MEANINGLESS 
RHETORIC? 

A: THE SECRETARY MADE AN OBSERVATION YESTERDAY, WITH RE- 
GARD TO THE PRESENT PERIOD OF STATEMENTS AND COUNTER- 
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STATEMENTS BEING MADE, THAT YOU HAVE TO LOOK AT THE 
POSITIONS OF THE INDIVIDUAL PARTIES INVOLVED AND UNDER- 
STAND WHAT IS GOING ON AT THE MOMENT. 

SO I CANNOT REALLY ADD TO THAT. 

I THINK THE SECRETARY ADDRESSED THAT TWICE YESTERDAY. 

Q: FRED, WITH ALL DUE RESPECT, THE SECRETARY DID NOT 
ADDRESS THAT; AND I THINK OZZIE'S QUESTION IS A SUBSE- 
QUENT QUESTION TO WHAT THE SECRETARY SAID YESTERDAY. 

WAS THERE A 22 SEPTEMBER MESSAGE TO SMITH? AND WHAT 
DOES IT SAY? THAT IS REALLY THE GIST OF IT. 
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A: THIS, I DO NOT KNOW. 

IF THE QUESTION IS COUCHED IN TERMS OF: "WAS THERE 
ANY KIND OF SECRET COMMITMENT?" AS HAS BEEN STATED IN 
SEVERAL PRESS REPORTS FROM RHODESIA, NO. 

AND THE SECRETARY SAID AS MUCH, YESTERDAY. THERE IS 
NO SECRET COMMITMENT. 

Q: SO YOU ARE DENYING WHAT HAS BEEN SAID? 

A: I AM SIMPLY REPEATING WHAT THE SECRETARY SAID YESTER- 
DAY. 

Q: DON'T PUT WORDS IN OUR MOUTHS, FRED. WE DID NOT 
SUGGEST THERE'S A SECRET COMMITMENT - AT LEAST I HAVEN'T, 
AND I DONT. 

A: YOU JUST USED THE WORDS "WE HAVEN'T ANY ASSURANCES," - 

Q: WE ARE ASKING WHAT MESSAGE WAS SENT, AND WHAT THE 
MESSAGE SAID - 

A: WELL I AM NOT IN A POSITION TO COMMENT ON THAT - 

Q: AND, WAIT A MINUTE - AND DID SMITH MISINTERPRET IT, 
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PERHAPS, OR - 

A: I AM NOT IN A POSITION TO COMMENT ON THAT. 

Q: WELL NOW WAIT A MINUTE. 

A MINUTE AGO, YOU SAID YOU WOULD CONSIDER TAKING THE 
QUESTION: WHETHER, AS SMITH SAID, A MESSAGE WAS RECEIVED 
FROM THE SECRETARY ON THE 22ND OF SEPTEMBER - 

A: A MINUTE AGO, I SAID, WITH ALL DUE RESPECT, THAT I AM 
NOT IN A POSITION TO ADD TO WHAT HAS BEEN SAID ON THE 
STATUS OE THE UNDERSTANDINGS OE THE NEGOTIATIONS AT THE 
MOMENT. 

AND I AM NOT GOING TO ADD TO THAT. 

Q: BUT WILL YOU TAKE THE QUESTION? 

A: I WILL BE GLAD TO POSE THE QUESTION. (END TEXT) ROBINSON 
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